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* Minor
interests
and
smaller
classes'
to be re-
presented
through
nomination

the first, third and subsequent alternate elections by
the landholders of Sind, a great majority of whom are
Mahomedans, while at other elections he will be elected
by the Sardars of Gujrat or the Sardars of the Deccan,
a majority of whom are Hindus. Again, the land-
holders of the Punjab consist of about equal numbers
of Mahomedans and Non-Mahomedans and it may be
assumed that their representative will be alternately a
Mahomedan and a Non-Mahomedan, It has accordingly
been decided that at the second, fourth and succeeding
alternate elections, when these two seats will presumably
not be held by Mahomedans, there shall be two special
electorates consisting of the Mahomedan landholders
who are entitled to vote for the member who represents
in the Governor-General's Council the landholders of
the Uunited Provinces and Eastern Bengal and Assam
respectively. In some provinces there are special inte-
rests such as the tea and jute industries in Eastern
Bengal and Assam and the planting communities in
Madras and- Bengal, for which special provision has
been made. The representation* of the minor interests
and smaller classes will be provided for by nominations
made from time to time as the particular needs of the
moment and the claims of each community may require.

Varying
qualifica-
tions for
electors
in cases of
landholders
and
Muslims

15. The qualifications prescribed for electors in
the cases of the landholders and the Mahomedans vary
greatly from province to province. They are in
accordance, for the most part, with the specific recom-
mendations of the Local Governments and these recom-
mendations again were based upon inquiries made by
a special officer appointed in each province to ascertain
by personal consultation the wishes of the members of
the two communities. The Governor-General iii
Council would have preferred some nearer approach to
uniformity; but the principle he has borne in mind
is that election by the wishes of the people is the
ultimate object to be secured and he has felt that he
must be guided by the advice of the local authorities
as to what those wishes are. The status and circums-